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Commissioner for Patents 

P. O. Box 1450 
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Examiner Saucier initiated a telephonic interview on February 3, 2004 with Applicant's 
representative, Thomas W. Leffert, to note that the subject case appeared to be in condition for 
allowance; however, certain documents, including certified copies of priority documents and 
prior art references, were missing from the Patent Office's file wrapper. Applicant notes that the 
Examiner's Interview Summary mailed February 4, 2004 states that the missing documents 
"have been lost in transit and are no longer associated with the case." Applicant notes that the 
missing documents were received by the Office as evidenced by the enclosed copy of the return 
postcard, indicating receipt of all documents via express mail at the OIPE on July 22, 2003. 

In an effort to restore the Office's copy of the case file, Applicant has enclosed courtesy 
copies of the Form 1449 and the identified references. Additionally, Applicant has enclosed the 
face sheets of the certified copies of the Italian and PCT priority documents, identified as 
1307281 and PCT/IT00/00434, respectively, along with a courtesy copy of the published PCT 
application. Although Applicant is attempting to procure replacement certified copies of the 
priority documents, and will supply them to the Examiner when they are made available to 
Applicant, Applicant has been unable to obtain certified copies in the time period set to reply to 
the Examiner's Interview Summary. However, in view of the return postcard indicating receipt 
of the originally filed certified copies, Applicant believes it has fulfilled any requirement for 
timely submission of the documents. 
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The Examiner is invited to contact the Applicant's Representative at the below-listed 
telephone number if there are any questions regarding this communication. 
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